
 

Year 3 to Year 6 Primary School 
Resource 
Share Your Light, Inspire Others 
Catholic Education Week celebrates, the mission of Catholic schools, formation of the whole 
person and learning as faith filled, hope-filled and love-centred. The theme “Share Your 
Light, Inspire Others” invites students to see themselves not just as learners, but as 
contributors to God’s mission in their school and world.  
 
In the upper primary years, students deepen their engagement with scripture as a source of 
moral guidance and inspiration for action. Learning experiences encourage students to 
reflect critically on their world, to recognise injustice, and to respond as disciples of Jesus. 
Catholic Education Week provides an opportunity for students in Years 3–6 to connect 
scripture with Catholic Social Teaching and to explore how their leadership and choices can 
inspire others. 
 
This learning supports students’ sense of human dignity and belonging. Through scripture, 
symbol, and prayer, students learn that every person is loved by God and that their everyday 
actions contribute to a caring and inclusive school community. 
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Scripture and Learning Connections 
Year 3 
 

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Teaching Curriculum 
Connections 

Matthew 13:33 
 
1 John 4:7 

Small actions can 
make a big 
difference 

Explore the Parable of the Yeast using concrete and 
sensory experiences, such as making or observing 
bread dough, to help students understand how 
something small can bring about change. Through 
guided wondering, students reflect on how God’s 
Kingdom grows quietly through love and kindness. This 
supports a Catholic understanding of grace at work in 
everyday life. 
 
Students identify small, everyday actions that show 
love at school, home, and in the community. Through 
discussion, storytelling, and role-play, they connect 
loving behaviour with sharing God’s light. Teachers 
support students to see that loving others is a 
response to God’s love, not simply good behaviour. 
 
As a class, students commit to one small action they 
will practise during Catholic Education Week (e.g. 
including others, using kind words, helping without 
being asked). These commitments may be named in 
prayer and revisited across the week, reinforcing that 
small actions can inspire others and help build a loving 
community. 

The Common Good 
We are responsible for 
caring for one another 
and for creating 
communities where 
everyone can belong and 
flourish. Our choices 
should contribute to the 
wellbeing of all. 
 

Strand: Christian Life 
 
Supporting Strands: 
Beliefs; Sacred Texts 
 
Focus: Living like Jesus 
through everyday 
choices that 
contribute to the 
common good 
 
RLOS: Prayer and 
ritual; social action 
and justice; 
classroom and school 
practices that foster 
kindness, inclusion, 
and care for others 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A33&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%204%3A7&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/the-common-good/
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Year 4 
 

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Teaching Curriculum 
Connections 

Isaiah 58:10  
 
Micah 6:8 

God’s light is 
shown through 
justice and 
compassion 

Teachers support students to explore the idea of “light 
and darkness” by identifying situations where people 
experience unfairness, exclusion, or need. Using age 
appropriate examples, students examine how Catholic 
faith calls believers to respond with compassion and 
justice, reflecting God’s care for all people. 
 
Through inquiry learning, students investigate a local 
or global issue (e.g. hunger, loneliness, access to 
resources) and connect it to Catholic Social Teaching, 
particularly the Preferential Option for the Poor. 
Teachers guide students to recognise that justice is an 
expression of faith and a way of making God’s light 
visible in the world. 
 
Students collaboratively plan a simple advocacy or 
service action appropriate to their context, such as 
raising awareness, supporting a school initiative, or 
writing messages of encouragement. Prayer and 
reflection help students connect action with faith, 
reinforcing that responding to injustice is a way of 
inspiring others and living as disciples of Jesus 
 

Preferential Option for the 
Poor 
Jesus calls us to pay 
special attention to 
people who are 
experiencing poverty, 
injustice, or exclusion. 
We are invited to respond 
with fairness, compassion, 
and action. 
 

Strand: Christian Life 
 
Supporting Strands: 
Beliefs; Sacred Texts 
 
Focus: Responding to 
God’s call to act justly 
and live with 
compassion, 
especially for those 
experiencing injustice 
 
RLOS: Social action 
and justice; prayer 
and reflection; 
participation in school 
initiatives that 
promote fairness, 
empathy, and service 
kindness, inclusion, 
and care for others 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2058%3A10%20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%206%3A8&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/preferential-option-for-the-poor/
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/preferential-option-for-the-poor/
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Year 5 
 

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Teaching Curriculum 
Connections 

Philippians 2:4-5  
 
Matthew 25:35-40 

We inspire 
others 
through self-
giving love. 

Teachers engage students in reading and discussing 
scripture passages that highlight Jesus’ self-giving 
love and concern for those who are vulnerable. 
Through guided reflection, students consider how 
Jesus’ actions model a way of living that places others 
at the centre. 
 
Students identify people or groups who may 
experience vulnerability within their school or wider 
community. Using scenario-based learning, they apply 
scripture to real-life situations, exploring how choices 
inspired by the “mind of Christ” can bring hope, dignity, 
and belonging. 
 
Reflective journaling and prayer support students to 
examine their own attitudes and behaviours. Students 
consider how acts of service, generosity, and 
compassion allow them to encounter Christ in others 
and inspire their peers. Teachers help students 
recognise that self-giving love is a powerful way of 
sharing God’s light. 
 

Solidarity 
We are connected to one 
another as one human 
family. 
We show solidarity when 
we stand with others, 
especially those who are 
vulnerable, and act with 
compassion and care. 
Preferential Option for the 
Poor 
Jesus calls us to pay 
special attention to 
people who are 
experiencing poverty, 
injustice, or exclusion. 
We are invited to respond 
with fairness, compassion, 
and action. 
 

Strand: Christian Life 
 
Supporting Strands: 
Beliefs; Sacred Texts 
 
Focus: Making moral 
decisions inspired by 
Jesus’ example of self-
giving love and 
concern for others 
 
RLOS: Prayer and 
reflection; social action 
and justice; 
opportunities for 
students to reflect on 
choices and take 
responsibility for caring 
actions within the 
school community 
 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A4%E2%80%935%20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025%3A35%E2%80%9340&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/solidarity/
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/preferential-option-for-the-poor/
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/preferential-option-for-the-poor/
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Year 6 
 

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Teaching Curriculum 
Connections 

1 Timothy 4:12  
 
Matthew 28:19-20 

We are called 
to lead and 
be witnesses. 

Students reflect on leadership through the lens of 
Catholic discipleship, emphasising that leadership is 
expressed through service, integrity, and example. 
Scripture exploration highlights that young people are 
capable of meaningful witness through the way they 
live their faith. 
 
Students engage in a personal leadership reflection to 
identify their strengths, responsibilities, and 
opportunities to influence others positively. Building on 
this, students design a “light project” — an initiative that 
contributes to the life and mission of the school (e.g. 
mentoring younger students, leading a prayer 
initiative, supporting a justice action). 
 
Catholic Education Week may culminate in a prayerful 
commissioning, where students are invited to 
recognise their role in sharing God’s light beyond 
primary school. Through prayer, ritual, and affirmation, 
students are encouraged to see themselves as active 
participants in the Church’s mission, called to inspire 
others through faith filled leadership. 

Subsidiarity and 
Participation 
 
Everyone has a role to 
play in shaping their 
community. 
We are encouraged to 
participate, lead, and 
make decisions that 
contribute to the life and 
mission of the school and 
wider community. 
 

Strand: Christian Life 
 
Supporting Strands: 
Beliefs; Sacred Texts 
 
Focus: Discipleship and 
mission - being 
witnesses to the Gospel 
through leadership, 
service, and 
participation 
 
RLOS: Prayer and liturgy; 
leadership and service 
opportunities; whole-
school participation in 
faith practices that 
support mission and 
community life 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%204%3A12%20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A19-20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/subsidiarity-and-participation/
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/subsidiarity-and-participation/


 

 

Theological Background 
 
Matthew 13:33 — The Parable of the Yeast 
 
In Matthew 13:33, Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to yeast working through dough. For 
secondary students, this image helps unpack how God’s reign is often hidden but real: it 
begins quietly, works from within, and gradually transforms a whole community. The 
Kingdom is not simply “later in heaven”; it is God’s saving presence already active in the 
world, calling people to a different way of living now. 
 
In Catholic theology, this parable supports a “sacramental imagination”: God works through 
ordinary material realities and ordinary choices. In a school context, the ‘yeast’ can be read 
as grace at work through habits of respect, inclusion, truthful speech, and courageous 
bystander action. Small decisions—repeated—shape culture. This frames Catholic Education 
Week’s theme Share Your Light, Inspire Others as more than encouragement; it is an 
invitation to participate in God’s transforming work for the common good. 
 
A key question for adolescents is: what kind of “influence” am I becoming? The parable 
invites reflection on integrity and consistency—whether our values are performative or 
formative—and on how communities change when people choose the good even when it is 
unnoticed. 
 

1 John 4:7 — Love Comes from God 
 
In 1 John 4:7, the community is reminded that love has its source in God, and that authentic 
knowledge of God shows itself in relationships. In Catholic tradition, love is not reduced to 
emotion or popularity; it is a theological virtue (caritas) shaped by grace. This helps 
secondary students name the difference between liking someone, being attracted, fitting in, 
and choosing the good of another person—especially when it costs something. 
 
Because God is the source of love, Christian love is outward-looking: it seeks right 
relationship, protects dignity, and builds communion. This aligns directly with Catholic Social 
Teaching: love is expressed socially through justice, solidarity, and care for those who are 
vulnerable. In adolescent contexts—friendship groups, conflict, online spaces—this scripture 
provides a criterion: does what I’m doing help another person to flourish? 
 
In the theme Share Your Light, Inspire Others, “light” is not about being noticed; it is about 
making God’s love visible in concrete ways—repairing harm, including those pushed out, 



 

 

telling the truth, and acting with compassion. These actions can be small, but they are 
spiritually significant because they witness to the God who is love. 
 
This passage also supports formation of conscience: students learn to evaluate choices not 
only by rules or consequences, but by the kind of person they are becoming. Love, in this 
sense, is a way of life that can challenge unhealthy peer norms and foster a culture of 
belonging. 
 

Isaiah 58:10 — Light Shines Through Justice 
 
Isaiah 58:10 sits within a prophetic critique of religion that becomes disconnected from 
ethics. The prophet challenges worship that looks “devout” while people remain hungry, 
burdened, or excluded. For secondary students, the key insight is that faith is not only private 
belief; it has public consequences. Authentic worship forms a community that practises 
justice, compassion, and truthful relationships. 
 
The promise that “your light will rise in the darkness” is not a reward for performative 
goodness; it expresses how communities become more human when people “pour 
themselves out” for others. This resonates with Catholic Social Teaching: especially the 
preferential option for the poor, which calls attention to those most impacted by injustice 
and invites action that restores dignity. 
 
In adolescent settings, this text supports critical reflection on what “darkness” looks like 
today—poverty, racism, ableism, mental health stigma, online harm, or exclusion—and how 
people can move from charity to justice by addressing causes as well as consequences. 
 

 Micah 6:8 — Acting Justly, Loving Kindness, Walking Humbly 
 
Micah 6:8 is a memorable summary of covenant living: do justice, love kindness (mercy), 
and walk humbly with God. In Catholic moral theology, this can be read through the lens of 
virtue and conscience formation. It names the integration of belief and practice—what we 
value, how we treat others, and how we situate ourselves before God. 
 
“Walking humbly” is not self-disrespect; it is truthful self-knowledge and accountability 
before God. It invites discernment: listening, checking motives, naming blind spots, and 
choosing actions that are consistent with Gospel values. This supports the kinds of reflective 
practices used in See–Judge–Act and the S.T.O.P. method. 
 
For secondary learners, Micah 6:8 provides a practical ethical compass for decisions about 
friendship, conflict, digital citizenship, leadership, and advocacy. It also raises deeper 



 

 

questions for older students: what counts as justice (not just fairness), how mercy and 
boundaries work together, and how humility shapes responsible use of power. 
 

Philippians 2:4–5 — The Mind of Christ 
 
In Philippians 2:4–5, Paul calls the community to resist rivalry and status-seeking and to 
adopt “the mind of Christ.” Read within the wider hymn that follows (Philippians 2:6–11), this is 
grounded in Christ’s self-emptying love: Jesus does not grasp at power but gives himself for 
others. For secondary students, this offers a counter-cultural model of leadership—service, 
humility, and solidarity rather than image management. 
 
This scripture invites students to practise perspective-taking (“the interests of others”) and to 
notice how group dynamics can either build up or diminish people. In Catholic Social 
Teaching, this aligns with solidarity and the common good: a community flourishes when 
members actively attend to those who are overlooked and when decisions are made with 
others—not at their expense. 
 
As students mature, they can explore how the “mind of Christ” shapes choices at personal, 
communal, and structural levels—how we speak, who we include, what we normalise, and 
what we challenge. This makes the theme Share Your Light, Inspire Others a call to ethical 
maturity as well as kindness. 
 

Matthew 25:35–40 — Serving Christ in Others 
 
In Matthew 25:35–40, Jesus identifies himself with “the least” and teaches that discipleship is 
tested in concrete acts of mercy: feeding, welcoming, clothing, visiting, and standing with 
those who are excluded. In Catholic tradition, this underpins the conviction of human dignity: 
every person is sacred, and how we treat the vulnerable reveals what we really believe 
about God. 
 
This passage also pushes beyond “helping” as a feel-good activity toward solidarity: seeing, 
listening, and responding in ways that respect the agency and dignity of others. For 
secondary learners, it supports service learning that includes reflection, ethical safeguards, 
and a focus on long-term change as well as immediate relief. 
 
In the theme Share Your Light, Inspire Others, this scripture grounds “light” in action: creating 
a culture where no one is ignored. It invites students to ask: who is “least” or overlooked in our 
context, and what would faithful, respectful, and effective response look like? 
 
  



 

 

1 Timothy 4:12 — Leading by Example 
 
In 1 Timothy 4:12, Paul challenges the assumption that younger people have nothing to offer. 
Timothy is urged to lead through example—speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. In a 
secondary context, this is a powerful text for student leadership: credibility is earned through 
integrity and consistency, not popularity or position. 
 
These five areas map well onto formation goals in Catholic education: how we speak 
(including online), how we act, how we relate, what we trust, and how we practise respect for 
self and others. The text supports the idea that students can “share light” by shaping peer 
culture—calling out harm, modelling respectful disagreement, and choosing actions that 
protect dignity. 
 
For Years 11–12 in particular, this passage can be used to discuss vocational discernment 
and ethical adulthood: what kind of leader am I becoming, and what habits do I need if I 
want my influence to be life-giving? 
 

Matthew 28:19–20 — Sharing the Mission 
 
In Matthew 28:19–20, the risen Jesus commissions his disciples to make disciples of all 
nations, to baptise, and to teach. This is not simply a task list; it is a statement about identity: 
the Church exists for mission. In a school context, students can understand mission as living 
and communicating the Gospel through word, relationships, justice, and service—so that 
others are drawn into hope. 
 
Jesus’ promise “I am with you always” is central for adolescents: mission is sustained by 
God’s presence, not by perfection. It invites courage to act when it is difficult (speaking up, 
repairing harm, standing with others) and humility to keep learning. This fits the theme Share 
Your Light, Inspire Others: students are not asked to be the light by themselves, but to reflect 
Christ’s light in their context. 
 
For secondary students, this commission connects classroom learning with lived 
discipleship: faith becomes something to practise, not just study. It also invites mature 
questions—How do we share faith respectfully in a plural world? What does responsible 
leadership look like? How do we work for justice as part of the Church’s mission? 
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