CATHOLIC EDUCATION
WEEK 26 JULY -1AUGUST 2026

Kindy to Year 2 Resource

Share Your Light, Inspire Others

Catholic Education Week celebrates, the mission of Catholic schools, formation of the whole
person and learning as faith filled, hope-filled and love-centred. The theme “Share Your
Light, Inspire Others” invites students to see themselves not just as learners, but as
contributors to God’'s mission in their school and world.

In Kindergarten, students develop a strong sense of identity, belonging and responsibility for
others. Children learn who they are and how to live well in relationship with others through
everyday experiences, play, story and reflection. They are supported by educators to
recognise their inherent dignity and uniqueness as loved creations of God; develop
confidence to express who they are and how they can contribute positively; build caring and
respectful relationships with others; understand that their actions affect others and can
bring kindness, hope and belonging and practise empathy, inclusion and care in concrete,
age appropriate ways.

In the Early Years, students are developing their understanding of God's loving presence
through story, symbol and relationship. Scripture is explored in concrete and imaginative
ways, supporting students to recognise that they are created in God's image and called to
shine through kindness, care and inclusion. During Catholic Education Week, learning
experiences for Prep to Year 2 invites students to encounter scripture as a living story and to
express their faith through prayer, action and simple service.

This learning supports students’ sense of human dignity and belonging. Through scripture,
symbol, and prayer, students learn that every person is loved by God and that their everyday
actions contribute to a caring and inclusive school community.
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Picture Book

Big Idea

Suggested Learning Experience

Catholic Social

EYLF and QKLG

Teaching Connections
When God Made You | God's light is shared God made me to shine Human Dignity Early Years Learning

Matthew Paul Turner

Have You Filled a

Bucket Today?
Carol McCloud

Be Kind
Pat Zietlow Miller

through kindness,
belonging, and care

Read When God Made You, allowing time for children to
observe illustrations.

Pause to invite noticing:
“What do you notice about the children in the story?”
"What makes each person special?”

Use a mirror or photos to invite children to notice themselves
as God’s creation.

Children create a self-portrait using loose parts, collage, or
drawing.

Record children’s words about what makes them special.
Kindness helps others shine
Read Be Kind or Have You Filled a Bucket Today?

Use concrete language and visuals to name kind actions.

Role-play simple scenarios (helping, sharing, including).
Create a “Kindness Light Wall”

Each child adds a light shape (sun, candle, stor) showing a
kind action.

Notice and name kindness as it happens throughout the day.

Every person is created
and loved by God.

Solidarity

We care for one another.

Framework Outcome I.
Children have a strong
sense of identity.

Queensland Kindergarten
Learning Guidelines
Learning Area:

Identity; Building a
confident self-identity.

Early Years Learning
Framework Outcome 2.
Children are connected
with and contribute to their
world.

Queensland Kindergarten
Learning Guidelines
Learning Area:
Connectedness; Building
positive relationships.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih83AfGRwfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EuemNAo6XE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EuemNAo6XE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQ1FU2mDOds
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/dignity-of-the-human-person/
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/solidarity/

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Curriculum
Teaching Connections
Matthew 5:14-16 God is light and God helps | Read Matthew 5:14-16 using a picture Bible or hands on Human Dignity Strand: Sacred Texts

Psalm 271

us shine

storytelling. Pause frequently to wonder together using open-
ended prompts such as:

“l wonder what light helps us to do?”

“I wonder how it feels when someone is kind to you?”

Allow children to respond verbally, through drawing, or
through gesture, affirming that all responses are valued.

Create a small prayer space with a battery candle or LED
light. Invite students to sit quietly and notice how the light
changes the space. Link this experience to Psalm 271, naming
God as light who helps us feel safe and loved. Encourage
children to share times when they feel safe or cared for at
school or at home.

As a class, brainstorm simple, concrete actions that show
kindness (sharing resources, helping a friend, using gentle
words). Record these using pictures or symbols rather than
text. Emphasise that everyone can shine in different ways.

Students create a paper candle, sun, or torch. Inside or
around the image, they draw themselves doing a loving
action. These can be displayed together to create a class
“Wall of Light” that visually expresses belonging and dignity.

Prayer: End with a short prayer ritual where each child is
named and affirmed (e.g, “Thank you God for ___, who
shines through kindness”). This reinforces each child’s
inherent dignity and sense of being loved by God.

Every person is created in
God's image and loved
by God.

Solidarit
We care for one another.

Supporting Strands: Beliefs
& Christian Life

Focus: God's loving
presence revealed through
scripture

RLOS: Prayer and ritual; use
of symbol; opportunity to
develop an emerging
awareness of God's
presence in everyday life
and sense of being known
and valued by God.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A14%E2%80%9316%20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2027%3A1&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/dignity-of-the-human-person/
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/solidarity/

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Curriculum
Teaching Connections
John 812 Jesus shows us how to live | Read John 8:12 and discuss what it means for Jesus to be Human Dignity Strand: Sacred Texts
in the light. “the light of the world.” Invite students to share times when We are called to treat
Psalm 119:105 they were unsure what to do and someone helped them ourselves and others with | Supporting Strands: Beliefs

choose what was right. Connect these experiences to Jesus’
guidance.

Present short, age-appropriate scenarios drawn from school
life (e.g, someone left out of a game, a disagreement over
turns, noticing someone upset). In small groups, students
roleplay what it might look like to choose “the light” in each
situation. After each roleplay, reflect together:

“How did Jesus'’ light help the characters?”

Lamp for my feet creative task - using Psalm 119105, students
create a simple lamp or footprint template. On each
footprint or ray of light, they illustrate or dictate one way
Jesus helps them choose love (telling the truth, forgiving,

helping).

Prayer: Lead a short, quiet prayer inviting Jesus’ light into the
classroom. Use calm language and silence, encouraging
students to imagine Jesus walking with them during the
school day. This supports early experiences of Christian
meditation and prayer.

Revisit learning across the week by noticing moments when
students act with kindness or care. Name these moments
explicitly as ways of living in Jesus' light, reinforcing that faith
is lived through everyday actions.

respect, kindness and
care.

& Christian Life

Focus: Jesus’ teachings
and example

RLOS: Christian prayer and
meditation; showing an
understanding that
Christian faith is expressed
through behaviour and
belief.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%208%3A12%20&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119%3A105&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/dignity-of-the-human-person/

Scripture Big Idea Suggested Learning Experience Catholic Social Curriculum
Teaching Connections
Luke 10:33—35 We share God's light when | Retell the Parable of the Good Samaritan using puppets, Solidarity Strand: Sacred Texts
we help others small-world figures, or story mats. Allow students to retell the
Matthew 516 story themselves, encouraging them to identify feelings, We are called to care for | Supporting Strands: Beliefs

needs, and choices within the narrative.

Facilitate a guided discussion exploring questions such as:
“Who showed light in this story?”

“Why do you think Jesus told this story?”

“"How did the Samaritan care for the other person?”
Connect responses to the idea of solidarity and caring for
others.

Invite students to identify people in their school or
community who might need care or kindness (new students,
someone feeling lonely, helpers in the school). Emphasise
respect and sensitivity in these conversations.

As a class, plan a simple, achievable action that allows
students to live out Matthew 5:16 (e.g, creating thank-you
cards, sharing a kindness message, helping another class).
Ensure the action is framed as a response to God's love, not
as a reward-based activity.

Prayer: Conclude with a prayer of thanksgiving for
opportunities to help others. Invite students to reflect on how
their actions allow God’s light to shine and help build a
caring and inclusive community

one another.

& Christian Life

Focus: Jesus’ teachings
about love and
compassion

RLOS: Prayer and Worship &
Social Action and Justice;
recognising prayer as a
response to God's love and
a source of motivation for
action and identifying ways
they can respond to the
needs of others within their
school and community.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A33%E2%80%9335&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A16&version=NRSVCE
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst-toolkit/solidarity/
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Theological Background

Matthew 5:14-16 — You are the light of the world

In Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus speaks to his disciples and names them as “the light of the
world.” This teaching affirms that light is not only something that comes from God, but
something God shares with people so that it may shine for others. In the Christian tradition,
light is a powerful symbol of God’s loving presence, guidance, and life, revealing what is
good and life-giving.

Jesus uses simple, everyday images — a lamp, a house, light shining for others — to help
listeners understand that faith is lived and made visible through actions. Light is not meant
to be hidden or kept for oneself. Instead, it is shared so that others may see goodness, hope,
and love in the world. In this way, Jesus teaches that discipleship involves living in a way that
reflects God's love through kindness, care, and compassion.

From a Catholic perspective, this scripture connects belief and action. The light that comes
from God is shown through how people treat one another, especially through choices that
affirm the dignity and worth of every person. When children act with kindness, include others,
or help those in need, they participate in God’s mission by making God's love visible in
everyday life.

For young learners, Matthew 5:14-16 invites an understanding of faith that is relational and
active. Children are encouraged to see themselves as loved by God and capable of sharing
that love with others. Through prayer, symbol, scripture, and simple actions, students learn
that they can “shine” by living with kindness and care, contributing to a loving and inclusive
school community, and giving glory to God through their actions.

Psalm 27:1 — The Lord is my light

Psalm 27:1 names God as light, expressing trust in God'’s loving presence and protection. In
the biblical tradition, light is a symbol of safety, guidance, and hope, especially in times of
fear or uncertainty. By describing God as light, the psalmist affirms that God is close, caring,
and reliable.

From a Catholic perspective, this psalm invites believers to place their trust in God's
presence rather than fear. God's light reassures people that they are not alone and that God
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walks with them through everyday experiences. This understanding supports a faith that is
grounded in relationship with God.

For young learners, Psalm 27:1 helps children recognise God as loving and dependable.
Through prayer, symbol, and quiet reflection, students are supported to experience God as
someone who helps them feel safe and cared for, just as light helps us to see and feel
secure.

John 8:12 — Jesus is the light of the world

In John 8:12, Jesus identifies himself as the light of the world, revealing his role in showing
people how to live in relationship with God. Light, in this context, represents truth, love, and
guidance, helping people to see clearly and choose what is good.

In Catholic theology, Jesus is understood as revealing God's love through his words, actions,
and relationships. By following Jesus, believers are invited to live in ways that reflect
compassion, forgiveness, and care for others. Jesus’ light leads people towards life-giving
choices.

For young learners, this scripture invites an understanding of Jesus as a guide and friend.
Through simple stories, prayer, and reflection, students learn that Jesus helps them know
how to act with kindness and love in their everyday lives.

Psalm 119:105 — Your word is a lamp for my feet

Psalm 119:105 uses the image of a lamp to describe God's word as a source of guidance. In
biblical times, a lamp provided enough light to take the next step safely, symbolising trust in
God’'s guidance one step at a time.

From a Catholic perspective, scripture is understood as a living word that continues to guide
believers today. God's word helps people make choices that reflect love, justice, and
faithfulness, even when the way forward is not fully clear.

For young learners, this psalm supports an understanding that God’s word helps them know
how to live well. Through listening to scripture and connecting it to daily experiences,
students are invited to see God's word as something that gently guides their choices and
actions.
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Luke 10:33—-35 — The Parable of the Good Samaritan

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus teaches that love of neighbour is shown
through compassionate action. The Samaritan responds to another’s need with care,
generosity, and mercy, even when it is inconvenient or unexpected.

Catholic theology understands this parable as a call to solidarity and love that crosses
boundaries. Jesus teaches that everyone is worthy of care and dignity, and that faith is lived
through actions that respond to the needs of others.

For young learners, this story invites reflection on how they can care for others in simple,
everyday ways. Through storytelling, play, and discussion, students learn that helping,
including, and showing kindness are ways of living like Jesus.

Matthew 5:16 — Let your light shine

Matthew 5:16 encourages believers to let their light shine so that others may see goodness
and give glory to God. This teaching emphasises that faith is visible through loving actions
rather than words alone.

Good works flow from a relationship with God and are expressions of God’s love at work in
the world. When people act with kindness, generosity, and compassion, they participate in
God’'s mission of love and justice.

For young learners, this scripture affirms that their actions matter. Children are encouraged
to recognise that everyday choices — sharing, helping, and caring — are ways they can
shine and help make their school and community more loving and inclusive.
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