
 

Liturgy of the Word – Primary 
Share Your Light, Inspire Others  

 
 
Catholic Education Week celebrates, the mission of Catholic schools, formation of the whole 
person and learning as faith filled, hope-filled and love-centred.  
 
Each year, Catholic Education Week is guided by a scripture-based theme that reflects the 
mission and values of Catholic education. These thoughtfully chosen themes inspire and 
engage students and staff, helping to create a meaningful and memorable week of 
celebration.  
 
The theme “Share Your Light, Inspire Others” invites students to see themselves not just as 
learners, but as contributors to God’s mission in their school and world. It captures both the 
personal and communal dimension of Catholic education: nurturing individual talents and 
faith, and inspiring others through service, compassion and example.  
 
The theme has a playful and vibrant design, featuring shining constellations, bursts of light, 
radiant rays, and a dynamic progression of colour - shining stars, light and energy.  These 
creative elements symbolise the powerful ripple effect that occurs when individuals 
recognise their unique gifts and share them generously with others. 
 
Catholic communities are invited to come together in prayer to give thanks for the life, faith 
and learning nurtured within each of our kindergartens, schools and colleges, and to 
recognise the many ways students, staff, parents and families share their gifts in service of 
the Gospel and the wider community.  
 

We Gather 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
Good morning and welcome to our celebration of Catholic Education Week. Catholic 
Education in Queensland has a long history, beginning in 1845 with the first Catholic school in 
Brisbane. Today, it encompasses 313 schools and 29 kindergartens that educate more than 
167 000 students.  
 



 

Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for Catholic kindergartens, schools and colleges 
across Queensland to celebrate our distinctive mission and ethos. As faith-filled learning 
communities, we support students to grow and thrive, academically, personally and 
spiritually, so they may discover their God-given gifts and let their light shine for the good of 
others. 
 
Together, as we celebrate the theme Share your light, inspire others, we give thanks for 
Jesus, our light and our teacher, who calls us to live with faith, hope and love. In his Spirit, we 
are sent to be a people who encourage one another and bring Christ’s light to our world. 
Guided by the Gospel, we gather as one community, journeying with one another in 
compassion, justice, integrity and hope.  
 
May our prayers today strengthen us to share Christ’s light in all we say and do, so that we 
inspire others, serve with generosity, and help build a future filled with hope. 
 

Opening Song and Procession 
• Shine Among Them – Andrew Chinn 
• Carry the Flame – Andrew Chinn & Drew Lane 
• Christ is my Light – Andrew Chinn 
• Light of the World – Andrew Chinn 

 

Greeting 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
all the love of God and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Penitential Rite 
 
Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.  
All: Lord, have mercy.  



 

You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy.  
 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede 
for us: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy.  
 
May almighty God have mercy on us,  
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
God of this brand new day,  
You have filled our world with life and light through the gift of your Spirit.  
As we gather to celebrate Catholic Education Week, 
Help us to share your light and inspire others 
in our classrooms and playgrounds, in our staffrooms and homes.  
Pour out your Spirit upon us, that we may learn and serve with joy,  
and that our words and actions may reflect the Gospel of Jesus. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen  
 

We Listen 
First Reading 

Isaiah 60: 1-3 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your dawn. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Responsorial Psalm  
Psalm 27:1, 13–14 

 
Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation 
 
You, Lord, are the light  
that keeps me safe.  
I am not afraid of anyone.  
You protect me,  
and I have no fears.  
 
Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation 
 
I know I will live  
to see how kind you are.  
Trust the Lord!  
Be brave and strong  
and trust the Lord!   
 
Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation 
 

Gospel Acclamation & Procession 
• Ancient Words – Michael W Smith 
• Alleluia – Mass of a Joyful Heart 

 

Gospel  
Matthew 5:14-16 

The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
All: Glory to you, Lord. 
 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

Homily  
 

We Respond 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
God calls each of us to shine with his light in our world.  
Trusting in his love, we bring our prayers before him. 
 
For Pope Leo, our Bishops and all leaders of the Church, that, guided by Christ our light, they 
may lead with listening hearts, wisdom and courage, and be signs of peace and 
compassion for the world.  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For the nations of our world, may the Spirit turn hearts toward the light of truth, so that 
people work together for justice, reconciliation and lasting peace. 
Lord, hear us.  
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For all Catholic kindergartens, schools and colleges across Queensland, may the Spirit 
empower our learning communities to share Christ’s light, forming people of faith and joy, 
compassion and courage, who inspire others and help create a better future. 
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For all families in our Catholic communities, may their enthusiasm be a light for others, 
shown in welcoming each person, listening with care, and reaching out in compassion to 
those in need. 
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For all who are sick in mind and body, particularly those affected by illness, that God’s light 
may meet them in their suffering, bringing healing, courage and the peace that comes from 
being held in love. 
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For all who have experienced the devastation of war and natural disasters, that the light of 
hope may be kept burning through the support of their communities, and that they may be 
met with generosity, protection and compassion. 



 

Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Loving God, you call us to shine with your light.  
Hear these prayers and help us to inspire others through the way we live.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen.  
 

Our Father 
 
Let us pray to the God of all nations in the words that Jesus taught us.. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
and lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen 
 

We Go Forth 
 
Concluding Rites 
 
Greeting 
 
The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Blessing 
 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  
All: Amen. 
 



 

Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Song  
 

• Let Your Light Shine – Andrew Chinn 
• Light the Way – Andrew Chinn 
• Light tomorrow with Today – Andrew Chinn 
• Go make a difference – Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek 
• Go out in the world – Ed Bold 
• Lord, the light of your love (Shine, Jesus Shine) – Graham Kendrik 
• Hearts on fire – Michael Mangan 
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